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Message from the President IABC NL 
 
The lights are shining brightly and the hustle and bustle of the holiday season is 
upon us. As you prepare for what is a busy time of year be sure to take some time for 
yourself and reflect on all the wonderful things you have accomplished this past 
year. Enjoy the warmth of every moment with your family and friends and carry 
that warmth with you into the New Year. 
 
These past few weeks has seen our members share in the true spirit of the season by 
giving of their time and treasure. They prepared and served a delicious 
hot breakfast to over 90 guests at the Gathering Place on December 5th and then on 
December 11th took time to attend the IABC annual holiday reception where 
they recognized and celebrated the wonderful accomplishments of our dearest 
member, Martha Muzychka, in receiving her master communicators designation. I 
want to send a special thank you to the award winning author Kevin Major for 
further elevating that holiday spirit in the sharing the story – The House of the 
Wooden Santas. There was no better way to begin to close out the year. 
 
On behalf of my board colleagues; Mark King, Diana Quinton, Ronalda Walsh, Kathy 
Dicks-Peyton, Glenda Power, Jean Graham, Robyn Lush and Mary Tucker, thank you 
for your dedication to IABC.  We hope this holiday season will bring you joy and 
laughter with your friends and family. Be safe! Happy holidays! 
 
Have a great day! 
Debbie A. Ryan 
 
Message from Director, Membership & Marketing 
I recently enjoyed the IABC NL holiday gathering at Piatto Restaurant. In their cozy, 
intimate upstairs nook, members connected over wine, great food and fun company. 
We celebrated with Martha Muzychka, who as you may know, was recently awarded 
the Master Communicator Award (MC), a lifetime achievement award and the 
highest honor IABC Canada can bestow on a member. 
Friends and colleagues shared personal stories, and a few laughs, of working with 
Martha over the years. 
 
We were also privileged to hear a reading from award winning Newfoundland 
author, Kevin Major, from his book, the House of Wooden Santas. By the expressions 
on the faces of those in attendance, his words clearly cast a holiday glow over the 
room. 
 
Members, both old and new, were engaged and entertained, and were eagerly 
catching up with each other and in some cases forging new connections. And I 
thought, more local communicators should be involved with IABC! 
One of our newest members Desiree Newhook, commented that by the end of the 
evening, she felt like she was already part of the group. 
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I would also like to welcome members Susan Park and Kristian Styles to the IABC NL 
family. 
 
So as you enjoy the holidays his year, I encourage you to consider making it your 
New Year’s resolution to stretch your professional wings and join IABC! 
For more information, or to join/reinstate your membership, visit the national IABC 
site. 
 
Merry Christmas, 
Robyn Lush, 
Director, Membership & Marketing 
 
Message from Director, Sponsorships & Pinnacle Awards 
Save the Date! The annual IABC Pinnacle Awards Gala Event is set for June 7, 2016. 
Think of the projects, advertising campaigns, reports, special events, graphic design, 
employee engagement, customer relations initiatives and more where you or your 
team set a target, achieved goals, and made an impact. Your work may be deserving 
of an esteemed Pinnacle Award!Stay tuned for updates on guidelines, deadlines and 
more for the next IABC-NL Pinnacle Awards.Glenda Power, Chair of Pinnacle 
Awards 2016  glendaapower@gmail.com 
 
Glenda Power , 
Director, Sponsorships & Pinnacle Awards 
 
Message from Director, Professional Development & Networking 
Communications practitioners get to the heart of the community – Watch for a 
special feature in The Telegram 
Communications professionals in St. John’s traded business suits for aprons as they 
prepared and served a home-cooked breakfast for guests at the Gathering Place on 
Saturday, December 5. 
 
“By volunteering at the Gathering Place, we wanted to give back to the community of 
which we have been so fortunate. This is part of the Gift of Communication initiated 
by the International Association of Business Communicators. Members of our 
association donated their own money and time to purchase supplies, and to prepare 
and serve the breakfast. In return, we had the opportunity to chat with guests and to 
hear their stories. Our gift of communication to the Gathering Place is to help to get 
the word out about the work that they do.” 
– Debbie Ryan, President, IABC NL 
 
The programs and services of the Gathering Place are offered primarily to people 
who are homeless or live in less than desirable housing conditions, people who are 
often unemployed and to people who do not have adequate social supports at this 
time in their lives. 
 

https://www.iabc.com/membership/
https://www.iabc.com/membership/
mailto:glendaapower@gmail.com
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“The response from our business community has been tremendous and 
heartwarming. It has been a win-win situation for sure. Our guests receive a 
delicious nutritious meal and our volunteers get to meet and help some of the most 
interesting, genuine individuals you will ever meet. It is because of the good will of 
individuals and groups like IABC NL that we are able to extend hours of operation, 
open our doors to guests each Saturday and provide one extra meal per week that 
we would not normally have been in a position to provide.” 
– Valerie Geary, Resource Coordinator, the Gathering Place 
 
Residents can support the work of the Gathering Place by making a donation, 
hosting a fundraising event, or by volunteering their time. More information about 
the Gathering Place is available at http://www.gatheringstjohns.ca/ 
The award-winning chapter of IABC in Newfoundland and Labrador works to 
promote, enhance and develop the communications profession. Together, we are 
helping to make a difference in our community one step at a time. 
 
Martha Muzychka honoured by peers at IABC NL 
On Wednesday, December 9, members of IABC NL opened the holiday season at 
Piatto Pizzeria and honoured Martha Muzychka, ABC, MC, who was recently 
awarded as one of three Master Communicators in Canada by IABC. 
Debbie Ryan, President, IABC NL, gave the tribute to Martha at the event. She 
highlighted personal notes from past presidents and spoke highly of Martha’s 
dedication to IABC NL and her leadership qualities. 
 
“Martha Muzychka is a dedicated communications professional and a leader within 
IABC. I personally want to thank her for all she has contributed to IABC and the 
community at large. Over the past two years, in some of the toughest times we have 
faced as an organization, Martha has been proactive and positive and an advocate 
for our local and regional chapters. As a seasoned professional, she is an excellent 
communicator, principal of her own successful communications company, and, as a 
volunteer, she often lends her communications knowledge and skills to help other 
non-profit organizations thrive. Always there to lend her support and offer advice 
when needed, Martha is what every communications professional and IABC member 
aspires to be.” 
– Debbie Ryan 
 
Also joining us at the holiday social was award-winning author Kevin Major who 
read from his book The House of Wooden Santas, a family Christmas classic. The 
book has become a particular favourite in Newfoundland and Labrador where it is 
read both at home and in schools during the days leading up to Christmas. 
 
Mark your calendars for January’s luncheon 
In January, IABC NL will be featuring a panel discussion on public engagement 
during a working luncheon at The Capital Hotel. STAY TUNED! 
Pictures and more great info can be found on our Facebook and Twitter  pages. 
 

http://www.gatheringstjohns.ca/
https://www.facebook.com/IABCNL
http://iabcnl/

