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July 20, 2010 
 

IABC NL Elects New Board at AGM 
 
St. John’s, NL – The International Association of Business Communicators – 
Newfoundland and Labrador chapter (IABC NL) held its annual general meeting last night 
at the Myx Meeting Centre in Topsail. During the meeting, the chapter presented its 
annual report and financial statements, and elected a new board of directors for 2010-11.  
 
IABC NL was named international chapter of the year in 2009 and has twice been named 
small chapter of the year by IABC international. As well, the provincial chapter 
continuously maintains the largest percentage of Accredited Business Communicators 
(ABCs) of any chapter in the world.  
 
“IABC NL has consistently been a strong chapter on the international scene and we are 
now well positioned to take that success to a whole new level in the year ahead,” said 
newly elected President Lori Lee Oates. “We have always been known internationally as 
the little chapter that could. We are now poised to be a medium sized chapter that really 
gets things done. Even though we are competing at a higher level, we can continue to 
stand out on the international front. We have a lot of talented new people joining our board 
this year and this province is home to a community of extremely knowledgeable 
communications professionals.” 
 
During the AGM, the following individuals were elected to the 2010 -2011 IABC NL board 
of directors:  

 President, Lori Lee Oates, ABC 
 Vice-President & President Elect, Gay Decker 
 Secretary to the Board, Jill Piccott 
 Director - Professional Development, Shannon O'Dea Dawson 
 Member at Large - Professional Development, Jillian Stoyles 
 Director - Membership & Marketing, Lucy McDonald, ABC 
 Director – Communications, Diane Keough 
 Member at Large - Communications, Leslie Earle 
 Pinnacle Awards and Sponsorship Chair, Ronalda Walsh 
 Director Networking & Special Events, Bobbi-Jo Murphy 
 Member at Large - Networking & Special Events,  Nancy O'Connor 
 Immediate Past President - Nancy Wicks 

 
Ex-officio to the Board 

 Accreditation College Liaison – Lynn Barter, ABC 
 Accreditation Examiners Liaison – Mary Tucker, ABC 
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For the year ahead, the IABC NL plans to focus on finding ways to better serve the 
membership and build recognition for the importance of the communications profession.  
 
“Moving to the next level will require that our board of directors and membership work 
hand-in-hand,” said Oates. “This is an important time in the development of the 
communications profession. With the changes that are taking place in media and 
technology, communicators are becoming an increasingly important part of any business 
team. IABC needs to be there for our members to help them address the challenges they 
are experiencing in their individual settings and organizations. We are very open to 
hearing what our membership has to say on how we can better serve them.” 
 
Throughout the past year, IABC NL had a number of significant accomplishments 
including completing an extensive by-law review, launching a new chapter website and 
bringing new approaches to the financial management of the chapter. It was also a very 
successful time for the chapter’s professional development program and Pinnacle Awards. 
 
Outgoing President and Immediate Past President Nancy Wicks acknowledged the hard 
work and dedication of the out-going board over the past year. She said the 
accomplishments were due to the contributions of all board members and set the 
foundation for continued growth as a chapter.   
 
“We are very pleased with the work that was accomplished in 2009-10 and expect that the 
successes we have seen this year will continue going forward,” said Wicks. “I am 
confident that we have the vision and the leadership in place that this chapter needs to 
continue to grow and prosper.” 
 
Founded in 1970, the International Association of Business Communicators provides a 
professional network of about 15,000 business communication professionals in over 80 
countries. The goal of IABC NL is to promote excellence in communications by offering 
opportunities for networking, expanding knowledge and, ensuring quality through ethical 
communications practices and accreditation. 
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